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Thanks for 2025 and beyond… 
 
As we approach the end of 2025 we would like to offer our 
heartfelt thanks to you all for all your support this year, our 20th 
year of operation!  
 

We reflected at our 
Summer celebratory 
evening on the huge 
number of developments 
and achievements made 
since 2005 to support the 
children’s cancer ward in 
Blantyre. Thanks to all your 
incredible donations, the 
total amount of funds raised 

since the charity was set up has now reached over £500,000!  
 
The ward has gone from strength to strength but there is much 
more to do to help support all the great work and we are looking 
now to the future to plan more ways that CCM can help and 
support the children, families and staff on the ward.  

 
The annual box of toys made possible by 
all your kind donations, arrived safely on 
the ward in November and will provide 
much needed joy and distraction for the 
children receiving treatment on the ward at 
this time. 
 
Wishing you all a very HAPPY 
CHRISTMAS from all of the Trustees at 
CCM! 
 
Zikomo Kwambiri. 
 
The CCM Trustees 
 

 

SEND A CARD or SAVE A LIFE? 
 
Rather a bold statement and actually a bit simplistic. But at a time 
when sending Christmas cards is falling out of favour, maybe you 
would consider making a difference to a child’s life. 
 
Children With Cancer in Malawi who support the Children’s 
Cancer Unit at the Queen Elizabeth  Central Hospital in Blantye, 
Malawi are running a project at this festive time of year asking for 
donations. 

 
In this age of modern technology, with emails, WhatsApp and 
social media, the world is so much smaller.  It’s undeniably easier 
to keep in contact with friends and family throughout the year. 
 

Right now, a book of 20 First 
Class stamps costs £34, that’s 
more than enough to provide a 
nurse on the ward for a week 
or pay 25% of a course of 
medication for a child in 
Malawi with Burkitt Lymphoma 
 
Please consider CCM as 
your choice for donations 
this year. Share with friends 
and family how you have made 
a difference instead of sending 
them a card which will be in the 
recycle bin in three weeks 
time. Maybe even encourage 
them to do the same? 

 
Keep a lookout for flyers promoting this project and the Just 
Giving page that will accompany it. 
 
 
Thank you! 
 
 

https://childrenscancermalawi.org/
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Dr Beatrice is Back! 
by Dr Beatrice Chikaphonya Phiri, Paediatric Oncologist, 

Queen Elizabeth Central Hospital 
 

It’s been an 
exciting year being 
back from training 
and working with 
George and the 
team at Queen 
Elizabeth Central 
Hospital paediatric 
oncology ward. 
 
From January to 
October this year, 
we have seen 222 
children with newly 

diagnosed cancers. Leukaemia is the most common diagnosis 
followed by Burkitt lymphoma, retinoblastoma and Wilms tumour. 
Despite the limited resources, only 18% died. This is due to 
improvements in supportive care made possible by availability of 
patient monitors in the ward, availability of infusion pumps 
although limited in number and availability of broad-spectrum 
antibiotics to treat infections just to mention a few. Despite the 
achievement, more can still be done to improve survival including 
early diagnosis of childhood cancer, improving diagnostics, 
improving supportive care and nutritional support, improved 
availability of blood and blood products, reducing abandonment 
and increased numbers of staff trained in looking after children 
with cancer. 

We also engaged in multiple campaigns to raise awareness of 
childhood cancer; in February we engaged one of the social 
media philanthropists and held a commemoration event at the 
Blantyre Youth Centre where the guardians and patients had an 
inspiring play encouraging the communities to seek medical 
treatment early and adhere to cancer treatment. In the month of 
September, we held health talks in a total of 16 health centres in 
the following districts; Blantyre, Zomba, Chiradzulu, Thyolo, 
Mulanje and Chikwawa. We managed to reach 1569 community 
members and 102 health care workers. Both were engaged and 
had a keen interest as this was the first time they heard about 
childhood cancer. We even had a parent to one of our survivors 
at one of the facilities who also shared her experiences with the 
audience. 
  
Next year, we are looking forward to our 2 nurses, Matron Anizia 
Kamwendo and the ward in-charge Elizabeth Mgawana, returning 
from their paediatric oncology associate training in Ghana. We 
are happy for them and excited for the improvements we will see 
in the care of children with cancer. 

 
 

Scholarship Thank You 

 
We, the recipients of the scholarship from ‘Children with Cancer 
in Malawi’ for the Essentials of Nursing Sick Children course, wish 
to extend our deepest gratitude for your generous support to 
complete the course. This opportunity has provided us with 
essential new knowledge and skills to improve care of children in 
Malawi.  
 
Your generous support made this focused learning possible and 
we are truly grateful. In a special way, we would like to commend 
the incredible work that you are doing, investing in healthcare 
professionals, particularly nurses at Queen Elizabeth Central 
hospital, paediatric oncology ward. Your commitment to this 
mission is both inspiring and deeply appreciated. 
 
With sincere gratitude, 
 
Rennie Somba, Grace Chiwalo, Martha Namsongole and 
Chikondi Chimwaza (Paediatric Oncology nurses)  
 

 

Fundraise or Get Sponsored 
Anyone can use ‘CAF’ to raise 
money for CCM through online 
sponsorship, or to donate. It’s free 
for charities (aside from credit 
card charges).  So, if you’re 
thinking of doing a fun run, 

climbing a mountain or any other sponsored challenge, head over 
to https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/12935#!/DonationDetails and 
raise money for CCM.  Every penny will come directly to us. 
 

Give to CCM Free as You Shop 
Use easyfundraising to 
shop online at stores 
including Argos, M&S, Ebay 
& Booking.com. The retailer 
will donate to CCM, free to you - just nominate us as your charity. 
 

Donate 
You can donate at:  www.childrenscancermalawi.org/donate or by 
post at: Children with Cancer in Malawi, 39 Reid Park Road, 
Jesmond, Newcastle Upon Tyne, NE2 2ER, United Kingdom. 
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